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Warren Benson (1924-2005) crafted lush, layered, suspenseful moments of harmonic rhythm — the poetry of sound — and with a catalog of 150 works, has been recognized as leaving a special legacy in American music. His works for wind ensemble, voice, percussion, saxophone and chamber groups have been heralded by the BBC, The Instrumentalist, The New York Times and others as “landmarks,” “perfect jewels” and “among the very finest compositions of our time." A leading thinker and scholar of his generation, Benson is also remembered as a conductor, author, eminent teacher, humorist and lover of languages and poetry. Benson’s teaching career spanned 50 years, including on the percussion and composition faculties of Ithaca College, Southern Methodist University and the Eastman School of Music. As Professor of Composition at Eastman (1967-1994), he was awarded the Kilbourn Distinguished Professorship and named University Mentor, retiring as Professor Emeritus. His creative excellence was further recognized through two Fulbright grants, Ford Foundation grants for the Contemporary Music Project, three residencies at the MacDowell Colony, a John Simon Guggenheim Composer Fellowship, National Endowment for the Arts commissions and the Diploma de Honor from the Republic of Argentina. Benson was also elected to the National Band Association Academy of Wind and Percussion Arts and was inducted into the Percussive Arts Society Hall of Fame. Dedicated to building a global symphonic community, Benson was a founding advocate for the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (WASBE), which has honored his legacy through its biannual Warren Benson International Composition Competition. For more information on Benson’s life and legacy see www.warrenbenson.com



